“Parks are a place where everyone can come
together as equals — with our society becoming
fragmented, what does it mean if we close park
where people from diverse backgrounds can

This article is excerpted from an interview
S@vith California State Parks Commissioner
(S, Caryl Hart on March 3, 2008 by Lee
Hackeling & Craig Anderson. All text and

enjoy their connection to family and land?”

guotes are by Ms. Hart unless otherwise npted.

~ Caryl Hart

In brief, explain the State Parks budget crisis.

This has been going on ever since State Parks hetaa
bond act in 1928. It comes down to Parks haviny few
sources of permanent funding—Ilargely depending gaahon
the state’s general fund (which includes receimmfpark
entry and camping fees), and on monies grantedils sonds.

“When economic times are |State Parks’ budget has
good, State Parks budget is tpgen cuts every year

. . since 2001. This is
last to receive the trickle combined with deferred

down, when it's lean it's the | maintenance of
first to be cut.” crumbling park

~ Local, long time ranger Greg Hayéafrastructure reaching
crisis proportions.

State parks’ deferred maintenance needs have kaclwer
$1.2 billion.

Already operating “close to the bone”, and seeimgamrastic
cuts ahead, State Parks Directors are forced tsid@nclosing
48 of 278 parks and reducing lifeguards on moSamfthern
California's state beaches.

A $13 million cut is so small for the General Funtl4g" of
1% of the $16 billion State Budget. Yet the impacState

Parks and the population of CA as a whole fromctbsing

these 48 parks is almost impossible to comprehend.

What is at stake?
The loss of the use and enjoyment of these 48 Btates and
the tremendous value they bring. Benefits of parksalmost

] impossible to calculate
“Everyone, especially our because they are so

legislators need to understangd wide-ranging. They

when you close Armstrong | Provide education and

Woods, Guerneville takes a Rithspiration. Recreation
and solitude. Economic

One trip to Sutter’s Fort and if \514e to surrounding
all becomes real for these communities and to the
school kids.” state as a whole. And
these are all in addition
to the resource values of wildlife habitat, opeacs scenic
beauty, and their contribution to the reductiogiifenhouse
gases through the absorption of carbon diox{gen’t on back)
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The time to act is between now. On May'1Be
Gov issues his revised budget. Contact your
elected State officials:

Express what you value about State Parks
Demand full funding for State Parks at $13
million

Demand all State Parks open

Support funding from outside the General
Fund so Parks can be supported long-term

\l"\

For more information and to join the
campaign go to: X;

www.savestateparks.org

“I'm thankful to the Earth for still being here
while we smarten up!”
- LandPaths IOOBY 4th grader

LandPaths | www.LandPaths.org | 707.544.7284 | @fcandPaths.org
Fostering a love of the land through public acceemvironmental education and land stewardship



More on Park Crisis

What kinds of solutions are there?

Some have suggested raising fees. The higheeésetie
fewer the visitors, so there is a point where ngigees
actually reduces funding to parks. The fee stmacigialready
higher in urban parks and high user areas. Aveiegéor
entering a park is about $10—the highest in theonatWe do
not want to cross the line of affordability— evengoneeds

“Once parks are the parks, not just those who

e can afford a high fee.
closed, it will be an . ,
In 2007 $122 million came in
enormous endeavor 1o

through user fees. Visitors
reopen the parks. It | already support a significant
could be forever.”

part of the Parks budget (total
Park budget is $300 million).

Not all parks can easily charge, Sonoma Coast Btdeh an
example, others offer parking outside the fee aeeh) as
Armstrong Woods, one of the park proposed for alosu

What about agencies or non-profit partnerships?

It is not unusual for Parks to share managementtabu
cities or counties are coming forward. While that&is
feeling this crunch, so are local governments. h\itie
possibility of State Park closing moves to realdiyy and
regional parks will feel the impact with increasasitor use.

Non-profits definitely have a role in working wiBtate Parks,
however, many of the duties required to keep a Bpek are
not well suited for non-profit management—Ilaw en@ament
or labor issues for park maintenance. Bathroomnifey and
waste management not typical non-profit arenas.

In more rural parks, where use is not as intende an
infrastructure less developed, non-profits coubtdy@ more
central role as partner. One possibility is thare is a
“spectrum” of park management to fit the resounce aser
requirements.

People want more and more land protected, andwiieyant
access. Creative partnerships will be neededavige this
regardless of the current proposed cuts. LandPatlesat
McCormick addition to Sugarloaf State Park and @il
Creek are prime examples.

Are there other Solutions being considered?
Long-term we must find a more dependable sourdermiing,
taking State Parks out of the General Fund prooeahy.

(On Privatizing Parks) There is no way to repldeePark
system — nothing else operates on such a low tevel
staffing...and it's not something that can be dupida..these
rangers work for less than peace officers — anethsuch a
level of dedication.

“This is better than Disneyland!”
- LandPaths IOOBY 3rd grader

Save Our State Parks

Parks Advocacy Day
April 7, 2008 8:30 AM—5 PM

Stewards of the Coast & Redwoods
for details and local carpooling at:
stewards@mcn.org

State Parks Commission
Hearings
April 15 & 16

Santa Monica and San Jose

Exact locations and times to be announced
at www.Landpaths.org

These hearings will bine best and last
chance to let the Governor and Legislature
know how important parks are to you, and

to offer ideas on how to keep the parks oper
in the face of California’s budget crisis.

Concessions offer possible opportunities— as daat o
solution, including traditional concessions as vasl|
new twists. Many concessions bring in significant
resources and could be evaluated, especially thase
re-enforce the park’s intent, such as historic park

While we would not want to go as far as “AT&T” park
maybe something on a smaller scale, this parkasstt
for” by AT&T.

What would be the worst case?

If the Administration in Sacramento makes us keep
parks open (with the cuts in place) it would cresate
backlash against parks.

Staff would be unable to cover even the minimalegut
(i.e., clean and re-supply bathrooms). People would
have a very negative experience.

Is there a Silver Lining in this crisis?

Not really. Perhaps, people rising up and expngssi
their love and appreciation for the Parks wouldhdpri
renewed attention to how Parks are valued by many,
many Californians.

Nature would get a bit of a reprieve from visitors.
Wildlife would like it, with more wildlife returnig to
some parks.

Hopefully this crisis will push us toward a longfte
solution to adequately funding our parks.
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